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KwaZulu-Natal Department of Transport
Local Roads for Rural Development

FOREWORD

The publication of the much anticipated Community Access
Roads Needs Study is a triumphant moment in the history of
roads in KwaZulu-Natal.

For resource-poor rural people, this document is a triumph of
democracy. Through the CARNS Report, and through the
Rural Road Transport Forums, rural citizens are for the first
time given a voice that will be heeded by both politicians and
by public servants.

With the CARNS report, a decisive step is taken towards
ending the long history of road related service neglect
experienced by rural communities. Priorities are chartered
according to well-defined and accepted principles. A single
glance at the report will highlight the access backlog to
schools, clinics and welfare points in each of the twenty-eight
Road Transport Forum regions in KwaZulu-Natal. This is a
powerful tool for the Department of Transport to lobby opinion.

Until the existing schools, health clinics and welfare offices in rural areas of this Province are provided
with all-weather access roads, future development outside of our urban centres will be severely
constrained. Until communities are able to access the services that already exist in their areas, we can
achieve little by extending services any further.

The Department of Transport in KwaZulu-Natal lauds the fact that with the allocation of the 1997 / 98
budget, the Provincial Cabinet has taken cognisance of this fact and has agreed to supplement the funds
available for rural roads with an additional R100 million.

This additional funding means that in the new financial year, we will be able to address at a very
minimum the top ten priority access roads in each region in the Province. With a Rural Road budget of
R100 million, the Department of Transport will be in a position to create 34 000 employment opportunities
in rural KwaZulu-Natal. It will be able to flesh out its programmes for supporting emerging contractors.

As rural road development gathers speed, it is believed that the Department of Transport will be able to
positively impact on the Human Development Index of rural areas.

The Community Access Roads Needs Study represents the political and functional commitment of the
Department of Transport to using roads as a tool to bring development to rural areas. It represents the
wealth of expertise in the Department of Transport in fields of both engineering and development. It
represents painstaking effort and hard work on the part of its authors both within the Department and
within the group of consultants, to whom | offer sincere congratulations.

The Community Access Roads Needs Study is a blueprint for development in KwaZulu-Natal. The
implementation of the programmes recommended by this report will be both challenging and exciting and
| look forward to this report spearheading sustainable development in the Province.

S$'BU NDEBELE
MINISTER OF TRANSPORT: KWAZULU-NATAL
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DEFINITIONS AND TERMINOLOGY:

The following terminology and abbreviations have been used throughout the Report:

CAR

CARNS Study

CORD

Community Access Road (Local Road) may be defined as those rural
roads which do not qualify as District or Main Roads, but provide access
from a Proclaimed Road to public infrastructure such as schools, clinics
and community facilities, or provide access to a settlement of a
minimum of 50 persons or at least 5 homesteads.

The terms ‘Community Access Road’ and ‘Local Road’ have the same
meaning and interpretation. Roads less than 300m long were not

included in the investigations.

Community Access Roads Need Study

(This investigation “Local Roads for Rural Development in KwaZulu-

Natal”)

Community Organisation Research and Documentation, a social
research organisation, Director: Mr Peter Derman
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